Descendants of Clatsop County's 
Early Families 


Pearl Biddle Chief Coboway-Solomon Smith 

She is the descendant of the Clatsop Indian Chief Coboway whose empire extended from 
Hammond south to Tillamook Head. One of Coboway's daughters, Celiast (also known as 
Ellen) was married to Solomon H. Smith by Jason Lee on February 11, 1837. Solomon H. 
Smith was a member of the 1832 Nathaniel Wyeth expedition which reached the west 
coast but failed in its mission to set up an American business venture here. Solomon H. 
Smith went to work for the Hudson's Bay Company as a teacher (the second) in the first 
school in Oregon proper and later was the first permanent white settler on Clatsop Plains, 
1840. The story of his experience has been published in Lee's and Frost's book, Ten Years 
in Oregon, and in Carolyn Dobbs book, Men of Champoeg. Pearl Biddle works at Tongue 
Point and may often be seen at area grocery stores, handing out samples of new food 
products. Phone 325-1657. Her son is Ron Biddle, 325-3904. 


Caroline Shepherd Chief Concomly 

She is descended from Chinook Indian Chief Concomly, through his granddaughter, 
Mary Rondeau and her husband Rocque DuCheney who operated the Chinookville store 
for the Hudson's Bay company in the 1830's----. Concomly's empire stretched over much 
of the north shore of the lower Columbia River area and the Astoria area. Caroline 
Shepherd was a teacher, who now with her husband tends the couple's beef cows at their 
farm along the Lewis and Clark River. (She can often be found riding her bicycle near her 
home in Hammond.) Phone 861-2046. 


Becky Rubens-Crabtree Chief Concomly 

She is also descended from Chief Concomly and is related to Carolyn Shephard. Becky is 
an artist, (principally sculpture). She worked a few years ago on restoring the Warren 
House in Warrenton. I believe she is now working at Tongue Point. Home phone 
325-4150. 


Abel Olson Robert Shortess 

He is descended from Robert Shortess who came west in 1839 with the Peoria Party. The 
story of the hardships he suffered on this journey west is great reading. See Men of 
Champoeg: A Record of the Lives of the Pioneers Who Founded the Oregon Government, 
by Carolyn Dobbs, pages 103-110. This book quotes another book: "Robert Shortess 
probably had more influence on the legislation of 1843 and for moulding the destinies of 
the infant colony than any other man." Shortess married an Indian from the Nez Perce tribe 
and took up his claim on which Alderbrook, in east Astoria, is now located. According to 
Dobbs' book, "He was chosen judge for Clatsop County under the provisional government 
in 1845..and sub-Indian agent in 1849. He was elected the first school clerk of District 4, 
Astoria in 1858. He died in 1878. Abel is now retired, but used to work as a driver for the 
Coca-Cola Bottling Company. He lives at 3625 Duane, Astoria, phone 325-2279. His 
photo was in the Daily Astorian about a year or two ago in regard to his volunteer work in 
getting surplus food to the needy. 


Carol Holmes Seppa James and Nancy Welch 

She is descended from James and Nancy Welch, generally recognized as the first white 
family to reside in Astoria. From Emma Gene Miller's book, Clatsop County, page 102: 
"James Welch, who came from Ohio across the plains with the emigrant wagons of 1843, 
arrived at the trading post of Astoria (still called Fort George) in the spring of 1846. Welch 
built the first house in Shively's Astoria, in 1846, from trees cut down near the location. The 
Hudson's Bay company agent forbad him building it and ordered him to leave; but he 
continued at his work and was not interfered with except by threats." Carol's husband, 
Hugh Seppa, was one of the owners and operators of Seppa Dairy. She lives on Clatsop 
Plains now and her phone number is 861-1046. 


Jerry Gohl B.C. and Rachel Kindred 

He is descended from B.C. Kindred and his wife, Rachel Mylar Kindred. They crossed the 
plains in 1844. Rachel walked much of the last of the journey with swollen feet. The day 
after they arrived in ---------- , their son, James Kindred was born. They settled on their 
donation land claim in 184--- on which the town of Hammond is now located. (Gohl's 
mother's obituary was in the Daily Astorian June 1, 1994---; her maiden name was given 
incorrectly; it was Mudd, not Kindred.) Jerry is a barber who works in the shop on 
Commercial Street near the bakery. 


Willis Van Dusen Adam and Carolyn Van Dusen 

The mayor of Astoria is descended from Adam and Carolyn Van Dusen who came to 
Clatsop County in 1849. After one miserable winter on a claim above where the airport is 
now, they moved to Astoria where they operated a store that in the 1850's was visited by 
later President U.S. Grant. Home phone (?) 325-2829. He operates Van Dusen Beverages 
(Pepsi, 7-Up & Dr. Pepper) at 500-29th St. 325-2362. 


Bud (Irving) Stevens Charles Stevens 

He has been in the news lately with articles about the problems in building a hotel on the 
beach. He was descended from Charles and Ann Hopkinson Stevens. The letters of 
Charles Stevens from the 1850-1870's have been printed in the Oregon Historical Society's 
quarterly. The Charles Stevens house is still standing on the northwest corner of 14th and 
Franklin. A photo album of this family is at the Heritage Center. Irving Stevens-1164 Ecola 
Beach Approach Road, Cannon Beach, OR 97110 436-2457. 


Jean Sandoz Philip Gearhart 
She is a descendant of Philip Gearhart, after whom the town of Gearhart was named. 
Philip Gearhart, his wife and four children settled on that site in 1849. She is a volunteer 


at the Clatsop County Historical Society, leading tours through the Heritage Center. 1320 
15th Street in Astoria, 325-1898 and Smith Lake, Warrenton, 861-1393. 


Sam Devereaux Conrad and Philipena Boelling 

I was told that he was the descendant of Moses Rogers and his wife Wilhelmina (Mina) 
Boelling. He is therefore also a descendant of Conrad and Phillipina Boelling who came to 
Oregon in 1847. The Boellings operated the first hotel in Astoria. Their house (built 
1863)is still standing on the southwest corner of 8th and Exchange. Another daughter, 
Mary Christina Boelling, married Captain George Flavel. Sam's phone is 325-0473. 
Preston Devereaux may be his brother; I was told that we could contact him too. 325-7144. 


Marjorie Halderman John & William Hobson 

She is the descendant of John Hobson who built a house on the southwest corner of 6th 
and Bond. It still stands (469 Bond) and is an oasis of beauty and dignity in that area. Miss 
Halderman retired as the Librarian at the Astorian High School many years ago. John 
Hobson, his father, William Hobson, and his brother, Richard Hobson, arrived in Oregon 
in 1843 and were one of the early families in the Clatsop Plains area. The town of 
Hobsonville in Tillamook County was named after John. He was also Custom's Collector in 
Astoria in his last years. Phone 325-0559. She is rather elderly now. 


Jason Tagg Robert & Nancy Morrison 

He recently graduated from Seaside High School. For his senior project he researched his 
ancestors the Tagg and Morrison families. The Morrisons are very early residents of Clatsop 
Plains. Bethenia Owens-Adair wrote about Nancy Morrison. If he is not available, we may 
consider his father, Jerry D. Tagg, 1025 25th Street, Seaside OR 97183, phone 738-7959. 


Pat Vandershule Alexander and Elizabeth Latty 

Pat Vandershule (Mrs. Tom) is descended from Alexander Latty, clerk in charge of the 
Hudson Bay Company's store at Ft. George in 1846 and his Indian wife Elizabeth. His 
diary has been printed in the Oregon Historical Quarterly. The original is at the Heritage 
Center at 16th and Exchange in Astoria. Elizabeth was the only woman to have a 
donation land claim in Clatsop County, and in addition, she was a full-blood Indian. Pat is 
interested in her family history. Hamlet 63, Box 1210, Seaside, OR 97138, phone 
738-7118. 


Clarence M. Baerveldt (or his wife, Dorothy) Harriet Kimball Jewett 

He (or she) is descended from Harriet Sanborn Kimball Jewett and her first or second 
husband. Her first husband Nathan Kimball was killed by the Indians along with the 
Whitmans in 1849. Harriet was a survivor of the Whitman Massacre. Her daughter, Susan, 
married A.C. Wirt and they had a home on the Skipanon River. Address Rt. 1, Box 498, 
Warrenton OR 97146, phone 861-2421 --Not listed in the current phone book. 


Liisa Penner, Rt. 3, Box 525, Astoria, OR 97103 325-7852 


